27 Feb 2026

Article type: Publication

Country: Australia

Australian Financial Review, The
Readership: 29800

AVE: $12073.54

page 1 of 2
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Life & Leisure is on-site at Milion Park
in Bovwral o i fiest ook it the hotels
S10-million rebrand. Setin a historic
Southern Highlands estate, the hotd
reogened earier In February after siy
momiths of renenations, becoming the
Maggsdiip in Salter Brothers Hospitalitys
‘new Ardour portiolio.

Aot has chingged — but the misty
light that casts this part of NSW as an
antipodean England is as enchanting

as ever, even on a sieamy February day
ke tocay. Gazing out the hoted windows
st the eleciric green lwns, set against
an inclevently blue sky. the scenc fecls
exprissive and romantic, as though Turner
himsel padnted it

115 precisely this diffused light that both
seduced and tormented interios anchitect
Alan McMahon of Sydney firm Stuiio Mac,
who led the redesign. “The outward views
fecd nbmast like artworks.” he says, “but as

TRAVEL NEW SOUTH WALES

Good as new

Eugenie Kelly takes in the $10-million refurbishment of a historic estate.

beautiful s they are, the quality of light
here mennt we went throgh a missive
processal refining the colours w had
pharned for the property. It was quite

a journey”

Milton Park was built in 1980 as  grand
country estate for Anthory Hordern (part
of the Hosdern retuiling family) and his
first wifle Vioka, In 1964, the Federution Arts

manse transitioned wa b

Abave left:
Horderns
Restaurant
Above right

Alan McMahon of
Studio Mac, whe

city for the weekend. During those years,
the imterior deoo was in-line with French
Provindcal-style, with four-poster eanopy
bexds, burgundy carpet and mustard paint.
Mow the ok girl has hael & glow-up,
starting with & new colour pabette pulled

Need to know

Rates from $549 3

night for a Garden
Terrace Room.
beeakiast inchuded.

“Wie drew inspiration from the
countryside manoes ef Europe, but when |
sy that.it has been infused with a distinct
madern sensibility” says MeMahon, who
previously redesigned Osbom House
I nearty Bundanoon, “Its not Hie we

personality as you move from room
0 roam.”

The hated reoeption is sccessed through
a porte-cochere and up marhle stdrs,
where the original Federation-style wooden
Myscreen door is 1l intact (and satidyingly
smacks shut behind you). The softsage
green walls [Duhux Jungle Moss, in case

Above: One of the Blush-pink suites. Below: Ardour Miltan Park Bowral has the feel
of 3 British COUNrY BSTANE. 4T PALL BAMFUAD

youre inspired) set o contemplative
tome for gilt-framed original paintings
retrieved From the Hordern's
ariginal eoliection.

“We wsnted to play o gume of chalk
and cheese.” explains McMahoa. A pair
of raditienal French olive-vehvet ounges

ements of surprise you wouldnit
expect that weigh out the overall playing
field” explains McMahon,
Across 44 guest rooms (including six
suites], three different colour paleties
- suge green, cobalt biue and n dusty
blush - ensure no two stays feel the
same. Mural the estaes

nal
abongside a selection of contemponmry
shaped &

weeping becches float above beds —a

Forms, striking n balance between soft
and structural. Underfoo, e
bloan with botanical motifs.

‘et dloor, i reading room pinted in
‘amuddy-bertter hue (Dulu Clay Bake) is

by thhe roomsh swirlig wool carpets.
The restaurant (named after
the family) bas been rdocated and
expanded from 38 sents to 102 seats. s
Segendary Polo Bar - lormerly n bastion

solt pink
a baroque mirvor that sits atop a grand

of trtan g e
‘over with dusty pink and apricot walls

i

marble fireplace, whik a contempornry, — detailed with wainscotting, ormte
170-inspired foar kumgs adds a wink antique mErToes, o conlemprary
of ltalian por i

“Forme, it's th v Tigh Abits centre

s gemeral manager David McDonzld's
pricke and joy: a charcuterie room where
veglonal ments and cheeses are curverd
to-arder from a central butchers block,
served with condiments e indsouse
under exeeutive chel Mark Holland fex-
Nomad and Paddington Inn).
Asomtemparary as these new dining
spaces fied, they all offer oschestrated
wiews of ponds, statsed, espalier plants
and the iy-clad pool house. Proof
that everi though Milten Park may be
newly polished. relmention can look
remarkably kike continuity. BN



